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death was not the end of the nineteenth century,
nor was Edward's. The true end of that century,
and the beginning of the twentieth and of new-
age growing-pains, was the end of the Great
War. Not until 1920 did London enter upon
its new era of structural and spiritual change.
Thus, in writing of London before the war
one has a feeling of writing of the London of last
century. And really one is. In talking to young
people about London and London life before
the war, and the things we did in that London,
I find that they cannot regard them as part
of twentieth-century life. They are twentieth
century, and the London they know is the only
twentieth-century London. We middle-aged
folk, who started our boyhood ramblings about
the London of 1904-5, they regard as stragglers
from the Victorian age; which we are. Still,
we had the privilege of witnessing the change-
over, and it is something to have seen. As I
began looking at London in 1897, anc^ save
for holidays, have been constantly in attendance
upon it, I have had Londgn under observation
through nearly four decades. T^hose years have
been years of such radical and violent change in
London life and the ways of the Londoner that
no similar span of its long life can have known
such a transformation. The differences between
the London of the year of Diamond Jubilee and
the London of 1934 are, I think, even more